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Life In The Garden
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It is not only blessings from God that we would consider to be Grace, but did you know His restrictions are also considered Grace?

We are currently learning that God’s grace rescues, redeems and restores.

We saw it with Mephibosheth as he was rescued from LoDebar, a wilderness existence and brought into the house of King David.

Today,

We will see something just the opposite as a work of grace.

Not a bringing in but an expulsion out.

Our story begins in the first book of the Bible, with the story of creation.

Gen 1:26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 

V.28  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 

3 things about the creation of man:

1. Created in God’s image and likeness

2. Have dominion over the earth

3. Created male and female

If people held onto to these three truths, the world would be in a much better position that it is now and so would the lives of people. 

Their marching orders:
v.28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 

So far, so good.

They know who they are and they know what to do.

Gen 2:15 before the creation of Eve

The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 
Life in the garden was an act of Grace

The prohibition was an act of Grace

v.16  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 

v.17  but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” 

v.18 The creation of the woman was Grace

Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” 
A side note:

The intelligence of Adam:

v.20 The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field.
 But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. 

So far, so good.

· A great being

· A great home

· A great marriage

· A great occupation

· A great intellect

It’s all Grace.

But wait!

There’s a devil in the garden.

No weeds, no thorns, but a devil!

Gen 3 He tempted them to disobey God and eat from the forbidden tree and they did.

v. 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 
The serpent was “more crafty” than any other beast of the field.

“crafty” cunning (in a bad sense)

He said;

v.5  For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

He doesn’t say, “There is no God!”
It wasn’t a temptation to wickedness, but to good; to be like God.

We fall for that trick every time we elevate our ideas over His.

Then,

Gen 3 Their disobedience resulted in a change of perspective.

v. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 

Then,
Like the father of the Prodigal Son

v.8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 

V.9  Then more Grace!

the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?" 

And of course, they were hiding because their sin shamed them.
So far;

The Lord has been nothing but graceful to them:

· Created in His image and likeness

· A great home - garden

· A great marriage

· A great occupation - gardener

· A great intellect – named all the animals

· Came looking for them though they sinned

Then,

v.21 He covered their sin

The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed them. 

More Grace!

After pronouncing their punishment:

Adam – work by the sweat of your brow

Eve – Pain in child bearing

Earth – thorns and thistles

Serpent – crawl on your belly

We have another move of Grace:

The Lord expelled them from the garden.

How is this Grace?

v.22 Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of Us, knowing good and evil; and now, he might stretch out his hand, and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever"— 

v.23  therefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to cultivate the ground from which he was taken. 

v.24  So He drove the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim and the flaming sword which turned every direction to guard the way to the tree of life. 

Some say God had to “drive” him out for he would not go on his own.
But this too is Grace.

Because:

v.22 , he might stretch out his hand, and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever (in a sinful state)

This is the point I wanted to make today.

Yes,

Many blessings we receive from God are acts of Grace.

But there are times when God will withhold or remove things as an act of Grace.

He sees what we do not see.

He knows what we do not know.

Therefore;

Obey His Word for every way He treats us is in Grace.
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