Lessons From The Farm

Pruning The Vine
June 10, 2026 John 15:1-3; Gal 5:22 No. 4

One writer, a Dr. Miller said this;

“It is comforting to think of trouble in
whatever form it may come to us, as a
heavenly messenger, bringing us something
from God.

In its earthly aspect it may seem hurtful, even destructive; but in its
spiritual out-working it yields blessing.”

This statement was made to introduce our message today from
Lessons From the Farm.
Today we will learn the importance of “Pruning.”

Jn 15:1 I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.

We've been looking at farm live and deriving some lessons for our own
spiritual life.

You've got to sow the seed.

Before that you’ve got to plow the field.

Then the vine begins to grow and bear fruit.

Now,

At the end of the growing season, it’s time to prune the vine.

Jesus said;

v.2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and
every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more
fruit.

A couple of things about pruning:

1. There are some vines that block the sun from the branches.

2. There are old branches that do not produce fruit and newer
branches that are filled with new life.

These blocking and older branches are cut off to make room for the
more fruitful.

Spiritually,

I would make the connection:

1. Sun blockers are the things that make carnal Christians (Son
blockers)

2. Older branches have left their “first love.” Said to the church at
Ephesus in Rev. 2

and you have perseverance and have endured for My name's sake,
and have not grown weary.

'‘But I have this against you, that you have left your first love. Rev
2:3-4
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Familiarity is one of the Christians biggest enemies.

(I once cut my thumb because I got familiar with a table saw)

So Jesus said;

v.2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away,; and
every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more
fruit.

“takes away” removes
“pruned” purge, clean

Same word used in;
Mt 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
“pure” clean katharos (same word as in Jn 15:2 “prune”)
How did the pure in heart get there?
By pruning. By cutting away the fleshly, carnal nature so more fruit
can be produced.

A rather threatening instrument, wouldn’t you say?

. Sometimes we wonder why do I seem to be doing
s so well spiritually, but I get nothing but grief in
return?

=2 Or, why have things become so difficult for me
when I am so faithful to God?

Perhaps, the process of pruning is taking place.

Here is the good news:

Jn 15:1 My Father is the vinedresser

God is the One doing the pruning.

Let’s take a look at the two kinds of branches:

Non-fruitbearing: removed

Profession without practice; words without deeds; all leaves and no
fruit.

Three reasons why these believers are useless branches:

1. Refuse to listen to Christ at all.

2. Listen but offer only lip service.

3. Listen and then fall away into apostasy.
Principle:

The fruitless branch is the way to destruction.

The second type of branches:

Fruitbearing: pruned

A vine is pruned so it can produce less branches and more grapes.
Ie.
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Too much going on decreases the fruit production.

== " =% | Pruned vine
Pruning seems to destroy the vine, the
* gardener seems to be cutting everything
away.
But he looks into the future and knows
that the final outcome will be the
enrichment of its life and greater

abundance of fruit.

There are blessings we can never have unless we are willing to
pay the price of pain. There is no way to reach them, except
through suffering.

I think of the pruning of Jesus.

Is 53:3 He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief; And like one from whom men hide their face
He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.

v.4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet
we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted.

v.5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was
crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell
upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed.

Jesus bore this at the hand of His Father.

So,

In every time of sharp pruning, when the cut is deep and the pain is
sore, it is a great comfort to read in Jn 15:1, "My Father is the
Vinedresser.”

When being pruned, it's like the vine is giving its life for the sake of
the fruit.

The Apostle Paul said;

But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so
that I may finish my course and the ministry which I received from
the Lord Jesus... Acts 20:24

So,

Think of pruning as God cutting away your flesh as the vine grower
cuts away the wood.

And the vine looks naked until the next growing season begins.
Remember;’

All God does, He does in Love.

Pr 27:6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend...

And,

New Hope Christian Church 3



Lessons From The Farm

What is this fruit God wants to produce in your life? It certainly is
not grapes.

Gal 5:22 the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

v.23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
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